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the abominable treatment of the peaceful population, the looting of the Orthodox
church, the destruction of church property, the devastation and arson of the
church and monastery, carried out by the fascists who had been staying in the
town of Tikhvin and some other populated places of the district for a period of
one month (beginning of November to beginning of December 1941).
In the territory occupied by them, the German fascist robbers set up stables
in the churches for their horses, and the monastery of Tikhvin, built in the
16th century, was transformed by them into a medieval torture chamber.
After the expulsion of the Germans from Tikhvin, the body of a girl of 15,
Lidia Kolodetskaya, was found in one of the monastery cells, violated and
brutally tortured to death. She had been shot in the .thigh, the big toe of the
foot was out of.joint/'and the other foot was fractured. In the neighbouring
cell, four half-dead tortured men were discovered : Red Army men Gromov and
Takashov, Mikhailov, a pointsman, and the locksmith Stepanov.
The Hitlerites had stripped them, taken them through the streets on a
sledge, then thrown them, frozen numb, into the unhcated monastery cell, and
kept them there for six days-and nights without food.
At their retreat, the" German hordes looted the ecclesiastical property of the
monastery, and blew up aiill burnt the buildings.
As a result of the barbarous destruction of Tikhvin Monastery the following
were damaged by the German occupiers:
The chapel of the Church of the Assumption, built 1505-1515, with a
cupola;
the belfry with three openings and two spires, built 1743.
There were destroyed:
Pokrovsky Church with outbuildings, the large refectory of the
monastery, built 1783-1790, with underground vaults;
the archimandrite's apartments, built 1790-1810;
Church of the Ascension, built 1795--! 796
the two-storied Treasurer's House, built 1798-1810;
the Monks' House, built 1790-1810;
the two-storied monetary building, built 1795-1805;
the Church of the Exaltation of the Cross, built 1&30-1835, with a one-
storey gate arch on stone foundation;
the Church of the Holy Apostles, built 1820-1824, two storeyed, on stone
foundation;                                                                                 0
the Hierarchical House, of two storeys, built 1785-1793.
Leaving Tikhvin under the impact of Red Army units, the German bar-
barians plundered the Orthodox monastery of Tikhvin. They took the gold
and silver from all the ikons, smashed the ikon-stands, destroyed banners and
poles, stole the vestments, took the velvet covers and settings off the ikons, stole
the velvet, gold and silver-trimmed vestment with crowns.
In the Church of the Assumption six oval ikons were stolen from the Holy
Gate, and two silver-gilt ikons were wrenched from their stands; the ikon of
the Tikhvin Mother of God was also stolen.
In order to cover up their crimes, the Germans at their retreat blew up and
burned three churches and five houses of Tikhvin Monastery.
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